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1.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Introduction
Welcome to another Annual Report from the Parish Council.  It has been a difficult year for most of us and the Parish Council is no exception.  The collapse of the financial market has had an impact on all our lives.  We have had to make difficult decisions particularly when deciding to increase our budget for the coming year.  No increase is welcome but when you review our projects and priorities, together with the activities of our working groups and committees, we hope you can accept that what we are doing to improve life in the village must continue.


1.1
Playing Fields

For several years we have been trying to change the 1971 lease which provided for joint use of the main playing field by the school and the Parish.  Last year we reported on a Heads of Terms document and the compromise reached with Lincolnshire County Council.  Over the past year discussions have continued and now we have an agreement which more closely meets the current day needs of both parties.

During term time the school have exclusive use of the Star and Garter Field.  However the field remains available for use by organized groups at all other times including evenings and weekends.

The Parish Council have full responsibility for the Swimming Pool and we can now develop this as a valuable village asset.  It will continue to provide those first basic swimming lessons which are so important to our young children.  New toilets and disabled facilities will be provided for the Swimming pool and other users of the playing fields.

The pavilion is retained and the Parish will have exclusive use.  The changing rooms and showers currently part of the school will be leased by the Parish for their exclusive use.  Both will be available for use by anyone using the pool or the playing fields.

The County Council will surrender the current lease of the main field which will enable the Parish Council to develop facilities more in keeping with our requirements.

1.2
New Changing Rooms

The original plans for new changing facilities adjacent to the swimming pool have been abandoned, since the school have no requirement for their existing changing rooms it is more cost effective for the parish to develop these for its own use.

Additional facilities will be considered to replace the temporary changing rooms in the car park.  These could be located at the far end of the field with access from Princess Margaret Avenue.


1.3
Car Park Prince’s Street

With restrictions on parking at the school, our car park has much greater use and the surface was in very poor condition.  A number of complaints have been received from people using the car park and the Parish Council agreed to surface this area despite the high cost involved.  This has made a vast improvement to this part of the village.


1.4
Youth Shelter

The Youth shelter is now complete and has been in place for some time.  Despite some graffiti covering the roof this project is serving a very useful purpose and has not given rise to any major problems, which were of concern to local residents.  We welcome further feedback on this and will respond accordingly.


1.5
Allotments

There is high demand for allotments in the village and the Parish Council have been trying to resolve this issue for some time.  We have now agreed to lease some glebe land adjacent to the playing fields.  This project will be self-financing once the initial development of the area is completed.


1.6
Gardener/Handyman

A new addition to the Parish work force is a gardener/handyman.  This provides the ability to respond to issues as they arise with the long term aim to improve the overall appearance of our village.  Four major areas which now receive ongoing attention are the car park gardens, the war memorial garden, both village play parks and the spring area.  There are also faster turn round times on numerous minor issues around the village.

1.7
War Memorial

Thanks to the generosity of the Lincolnshire Co-operative Society the village war memorial has been cleaned and is in pristine condition.


1.8
Village Cross

A new village cross should shortly be in place.  This is a Lincolnshire County Council project with help from European Union funds and North Kesteven District Council.  The plans for the new cross were approved by the Parish Council before work was started.


1.9
Christmas Tree


This year we once again had a Christmas tree in the war memorial garden.  The Parish Council provided the tree and the Lincolnshire Co-operative Society provided the lights.  It is many years since we have had a tree illuminated in the centre of the village in the run up to Christmas.

It makes a great start to Christmas to stand around the tree when the lights are switched on and everyone joins in the carol singing.  We hope more of you will join us this year? 

1.10
Remembrance Sunday

Once again Remembrance Sunday was well attended.  We would like to thank everyone who came to remember those from this Parish who gave their lives in two world wars, so that we could be free.  

1.11
Youth Council

Young people are the future of our community and it is important that we, as the Parish Council, invest in them.  We are therefore actively looking at the formation of a Youth Council.  This would mirror our Parish Council with a formal structure so that it can feed into the general working of the council as a whole.  It is important that the Youth Council is not just a talking shop but gives real power and responsibilities to the young people involved.

If you would like to know more about this exciting project contact the Parish Clerk for more information.

1.12
Parish Plan

For some time we have been trying to form a steering group to move forward our Parish Plan.  At last we have some volunteers and look forward to progressing this project.  Our short term plans are very clear but we need to look to the future and through the Parish Plan everyone in the community can influence the development of their surroundings in the years to come.

2.
REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS AND COMMITTEES

2.1
Children’s Playgrounds (Prince’s Street and Shiregate) 
 

The Parish Council has the responsibility for two play parks in the village, both subject to stringent annual safety checks by independent specialist (RoSPA - Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents). These checks ensure the long term safety of the site, equipment and ancillary items and are required to ensure we meet legal and insurance responsibilities as well as complying with the requirements of the new European Playground Standard.  At our recent inspection no major faults were identified but a number of minor points need to be attended to and these are being carried out by the Village Handyman.

The Parish Council is ever mindful that some of the Play Equipment is becoming a little “old” and complaints have been received from a number of local electors who feel that it does not meet the needs of the younger element.  With this in mind we are looking at ways and means to replace and improve the equipment but people need to be aware that just one piece of equipment can cost upwards of £5,000.00.  It would be nice to find a ‘Fairy Godmother’ who could magic some new equipment but in the meantime we will try our utmost to better what we have within the Council funds to hand.

The following have been identified by the working group to improve both sites:-
a) 
Metal work on swings to be repainted and some of the seats to be
    
replaced.

b) 
Additional seating at both sites
c) 
Replace and / or improve the safety areas

d) 
Youth Shelter to receive a make-over
e) 
Replace fence at Shiregate site

Councillor George Roland

Leader – Children’s Playgrounds Working Group

2.2
Fayre and Feast 

The 21st holding of Metheringham Fayre and Feast was another success for the village and this was due, in the main, to the efforts of all involved who both presented or attended the function. That said though, on behalf of Metheringham Parish Council, a big, big thank you has to go out to the small number of volunteers who helped to put this event on and ensure all aspects of safety, required under the criteria of the ruling bodies, are met. One would however wish to stress that the criteria needed is continually becoming more and more difficult for a small band of people (the Parish Council) to carry out on their own and more volunteers are required before these powers rule that we are not achieving their safety targets. In the light of this it is a MUST for this coming year that we receive more volunteers. 

Getting back to the event of 2008 the theme on this occasion was to celebrate the 90th anniversary of the Great War of 1914-18. To give the event an opening befitting the occasion, a parade, led by a ¼ scale model of a 1st World War tank, along with the Metheringham Army Cadets and the Starlite Twirlers, paraded to the Village Cross where the official opening was made by Richard Pullen a local historian.
Getting further into the theme, the memorabilia on display in the village hall (part of a vast collection owned by event organiser, Michael Credland) was something to behold. Local shops and premises also got into the theme of the event and the Best Decorated Premises was won by the Star and Garter Public House and deservedly so. Additionally stall holders were asked to decorate their stalls and it was Metheringham and District Swimming Pool Association who won this prize. Monetary prizes were made to both winners at the event debrief in the late Autumn.
At a recent Parish Council meeting it was agreed that its members are willing to commence preparations for the 22nd holding of this event on Saturday 24th October 2009 but we would again stress that the Working Group desperately needs more help.  Therefore, in closing, if anyone can give a few hours on the day to either, help set up or take down stalls, crowd control and general patrol please contact the Parish Clerk on 0800 6343307.

Councillor Peter Ford

Leader – Fayre and Feast Working Group


2.3
Highways and Footpaths

Throughout the year requests have been made to Lincolnshire County Council Highways for repairs and maintenance of both road and footpath surfaces, both within the core of the village and elsewhere.  Repairs have been made to the B1202 (Metheringham Heath Road).

Requests have been made for a footpath on the north side of Lincoln Road (since 2005) and also for dropped kerbs on Station Road adjoining Londesborough Way and Caroline Road (Since 2008).  In addition a bus stop was requested between Caroline Road and High Street/Grange Road for better access by the elderly to Caroline Road and also Westfield Close.  

Some repairs have been carried out on the footpaths outside both the School and also at the corner of Princess Margaret Avenue and Highfield Rise and also filling in potholes at the entrance to the playing field.  Here the Parish Council have paid for the entire car parking area to be resurfaced adjacent to the field and children’s play area.  

The working group have also asked for Fen Road to be resurfaced and it is hoped that work to remedy this and the reoccurring pot-hole outside the
Co-op will be undertaken soon.  Major works taking place in the village have included resurfacing the length of Lincoln Road, raising a drain cover in Drury Street and extensive works to provide a new bus stop outside the Co-op and a new bus stand outside the Methodist Chapel (in accordance with current public transport legislation), bus stop and raised kerbs for low floor buses.
Other works promised but not yet undertaken include clearer ’30 MPH’ signs on Station Road a ‘Slow’ sign on the carriageway prior to Shiregate and the Pedestrian Crossing heading towards Dunston Road/High Street cross-roads.

If you have any concerns regarding Highways and Footpaths in the Metheringham Parish area please leave a note at Info-Links giving the location, description of the problem, and your name, address and telephone number.  However LCC Highways work to a standard that pot holes have to be more than 40mm deep on a road and 25mm on a pavement before repairs can be undertaken.  If the matter is urgent please contact the Clerk on
(  0800 6343307,  ( clerk@metheringham.org.uk.
Councillor Alan Waddington

Leader – Highways and Footpaths Working Group
2.4
Playing Fields 

At this time last year we, the Parish Council, quoted that, ‘after years of discussion we are very close to reaching a compromise with the County Council over our proposed building on the sports field’.  Sadly this has not yet been reached, but can I stress, this has been through no fault of the Parish Council, as it has been one of our principal authorities that have been ‘dragging their feet’. 

We can however now say that all differences have nearly been resolved and hopefully this head of terms lease will shortly be placed in the hands of respective solicitors for finalisation. 

In the report of last year the provisions of this Heads of terms were outlined and in a nutshell the proposed arrangement rationalises the land issues relating to the village playing fields. This will double the area under the direct control of the Parish Council (the main sports field) whilst providing the School with a secure games/recreation area (the Star & Garter Paddock) during School times. 

It was originally proposed, once this lease had been agreed, that new, long overdue dressing room facilities, would be built for both the Swimming Pool and other users of the playing field. In the light of the present climate it is now felt we should make a compromise and the thinking now is that the present facilities (dressing rooms etc) under the roof of the school can be developed for the use of the Swimmers whilst a purpose built ‘basic’ dressing room block can be built on land owned by the village. Fuller details of these proposals will be outlined at a later date when they have been ratified.

Councillor Peter Ford

Leader – Playing Fields Working Group


2.5
Street Lighting

The working group have met a number of times this year and have undertaken a full review of street lights in the village.  The Parish Council are responsible for the maintenance and repair of 197 columns this is a substantial ongoing cost.  The working group are to produce a plan to replace the oldest columns over the next ten years.  The working group are also investigating the possibility of installing new street lights, following a request for additional lights at the corner of Station Road adjacent to the petrol station and the footpath between Caroline Road and Saxon Close. 

Councillor George Roland
Leader – Street Lighting Working Group

2.6
War Memorial, Spring and Public Open Spaces 

The appointment of Paul Chambers as Village Gardener/Handyman has made a considerable improvement to the appearance of the village.   He is now on hand to attend to problems as they arise and also keep up to date with the tidying and gardening needs.

The War Memorial, a splendid monument, has had a thorough clean and we thank the Co-op for funding this as a gesture of good will to the village.   A new flag pole has been erected and the railings and benches painted.  A new feature this year was the Christmas Tree in the grounds and this is to be repeated for Christmas 2009.

The village gardener is now responsible for maintenance of the Gardens.

The formalization of The Spring as a village amenity is almost complete and much progress has been made in clearing, tidying and replanting the area to form a 'quiet corner' for people to sit and contemplate.   The Spring itself has been fenced for health and safety reasons.   It is hoped more trees and bulbs will be added during the Autumn to provide interest throughout the year.   Access is still an ongoing problem, a key holder is required to be responsible for opening and closing.

Sadly the seat on the Lincoln Road junction with the B1188 was stolen; it has since been replaced but at considerable cost to the Parish Council.

The Playing Field car park and the Village Hall car park have been upgraded and are being well used.

The Parish Council is trying to improve the appearance and environment in which we live and I do ask all residents to join in - one day we may dare to enter 'The Best Kept Village Competition'.

Councillor Mrs Ruth Parker

Leader – War Memorial, Spring and Public Open Spaces Working Group 

2.7
Planning Committee

Meeting in the Church Hall at 7.30pm on the second Wednesday of each month, the Planning Committee is open to members of the public who are encouraged to speak if they have comments they wish to make.  A poster is displayed in the Parish Council notice-board in the War Memorial garden, with information on what applications, if any, will be discussed.

Most of the planning applications discussed are general items, such as extensions to properties, either single or double storey; garages; conservatories; and the like.  Occasionally a new build planning application is submitted, and these can be of more interest to the general public, especially where such an application, if successful, can change the aspect for many people where they live.

In trying to be even-handed, the committee takes into account all comments made by the public and also the stance of the Government, especially in the case of affordable housing needs.  We have also tried to implement the controls governing the Conservation Area in the village, which has been more difficult.  At the time of this report a proposed development in the High Street has been changed to meet some of the objections of the Parish Council.

The committee has a duty to listen to any comments or objections made, whether by members of the public or by councillors.  Our response is then made back to North Kesteven District Council, who make the final decision.  This may be in opposition to what the Parish Council has said, and can be difficult for applicants to understand that the final response is not in the hands of the Parish Council.

All planning applications received by the Parish Council can be viewed at North Kesteven District Council’s offices in Sleaford and at Info-Links on the High Street in the village, and members of the public are able to make any comments or objections direct to North Kesteven District Council.

Councillor Mrs Jennifer Honisett

Chairman – Planning Committee
2.8
Bowls Club 

The Bowls Club in Metheringham was founded in 1927 on land owned by the Townsend family.  In later years the site was bequeathed to the village by Miss Patricia Townsend, with the proviso that it should be used as a Bowling Green for as long as there was a need for it and it was to be administered by the Parish Council.  We currently have a playing membership of about 45 bowlers from Metheringham and about 25 from Dunston, along with social members who for various reasons cannot play but like to avail themselves of our facilities.

During the summer months we are a very active club.  From late April until early September the bowlers turn out in all weathers and not just our members.  We regularly host Lincolnshire County competitions and welcome touring parties to our green.

In 2008 the pavilion was totally re-wired courtesy of the Parish Council.  Although we have a bar, two toilets and another room which passes for a changing room, we would dearly like to be able to provide a wheelchair accessible toilet and better changing facilities.  At the moment the changing room for ‘away’ teams is a large tent, set up at the side of the pavilion!

Last season our teams did very well and either maintained their positions in their various leagues or gained promotion.  However our green did not play as well as normal, our hard working green keeper was not able to contain the ‘thatching’ that occurred, so last September at the end of the season the top of the green was ripped off, re-seeded and is now looking very good.  Through fundraising efforts we managed to pay for all this work ourselves and we also bought various new pieces of equipment.  At the end of the day a Bowls Club cannot function if it does not have a good green.  And whilst we would love to be able to offer a fantastic pavilion the green must come first.  We have a reputation for being one of the best greens in the county and we do not intend to lose that reputation!

2009 promises to be an exciting season.  The fixtures are all set up and there is barely a day when we do not have a match.  Although bowls is often thought of as an ‘old man’s sport’ we are proud to have two of the best young bowlers in Lincolnshire as our members (both under 25) and we always welcome new members, whatever their age or sex.  We are a friendly group and if people wish to have a go at bowls without having to pay for shoes or bowls we have plenty you can borrow until you have decided whether or not it is for you.  And after the game you can join us for a quiet chat at the bar!

Dawn Smith – Honorary Secretary

Metheringham Bowls Club
2.9
Metheringham Village Hall Management Committee  

Our 21st Century Energy Efficiency Improvements project has now been completed!  This was a really good effort on all involved, and I would like to express my thanks to Dot Howes, who master-minded the Village Hall Development plan and who steered through the completion of several grant application forms.

The improvements have included the completion of double-glazing the windows; cavity wall insulation for one wall to complete this work; solar water heating panels installed on the south roof; a large underground tank for rainwater recycling; and the installation of CCTV cameras, which has already led to a reduction in vandalism on the exterior of the hall.  All this has been made possible by grants of over £5,000 from Awards for All lottery money; over £4,000 from the Lincolnshire Community Grant scheme; and £1,000 from the Lincolnshire Police Strategic Development fund.  We are most grateful for all this help, plus a substantial loan from the Parish Council.

Our several fund-raising activities during the past 12 months have also helped towards all this work, but the committee is aware that without such fund-raising there would be a shortfall in our finances.  This is a polite way of asking for your continued support for our future events, the next one of which is on Saturday 16th May from 9.30am to 1.30pm, and takes the form of a Spring Fayre.  Tables for this can be booked through Anne Harrison.  Other events planned are an informal Indoor Curling session on Wednesday 13th May, which will take the form of a “taster” evening, and on Saturday 5th September we will be holding a 50/50 auction.

Again I would like to express my sincere thanks to our dedicated team who help keep the hall going, especially to Carol Knox who cleans the hall so well, to Anne and John Harrison, bookings person and manager respectively, to Cliff Tompkins, secretary and to Gwyneth Holland, treasurer.  The rest of the committee do a great job in supporting and helping at functions, so my thanks to them.  However my biggest thanks must go to all those who come along and support us in our endeavours - without you we would be struggling, and I cannot stress too strongly that we need your continued backing.  As a thank-you to everyone we held our 2nd Christmas family party in December, which was thoroughly enjoyed by all who came.

Our future plans include fencing off an area on the south side of the hall to provide not only a safe supervised play area for the Pre-school group children but also an area for people to use out of Pre-school hours; to create a proper entrance on the south side from the car park; and to have a large sign on this side of the building to say what it is.  We are mindful that this is the ‘village’ hall, and we want to make it user-friendly for all age groups.

Jennifer Honisett

Chairman – Metheringham Village Hall Management Committee

2.10
Metheringham and District Swimming Pool Association 

With the boiler problems behind us and a thumbs-up from North Kesteven District Council and Environmental Health, the committee of Metheringham and District Swimming Pool Association concentrated on running the pool for the benefit of the community.

We would like to thank the Parish Council for their continued support, buying chemicals in bulk and paying half of the costs of the boiler repair and spare parts and the insurance.

Maintenance costs have been high during the year but this spring the pump started first time and fingers crossed all is well for the coming season.  We were unlucky not to get a lottery grant for solar heating but we have other options.  We did get a small grant from CANDIS towards new covers and security fencing.  We had a donation from the Star & Garter Vegetable Show and one in memory of Dian Willis.  We plan to commission a seat from a local man for the picnic area in her memory.  We have a new shed to store outdoor furniture, two new picnic tables and a roof over the barbecue area.  The whole area has been given a new look with blue and white stripes and new murals.

Many fun and fund-raising events have been held both at the pool and in the village and we won the Best Dressed Stall at the Fayre and Feast.  Watch the notice boards for this year’s events.

Committee members have attended several training days this spring, organized by Voluntary Centre Services, North Kesteven and Lincoln.  Legislation, Health and Safety and Environmental issues mean that we have to run the swimming pool on a business-like footing.

Finally, a plea for volunteers especially during the run-up to opening.  There is lots of painting and cleaning to be done.  The fairy forgot to call, so it is just us; Dian, Anne, Shirley, Dawn and Maria with help occasionally from Ian, Malcolm, Karen and Andrew!

Dian Robinson

Chairman – Metheringham and District Swimming Pool Association

3.
ABBREVIATED FINANCIAL REPORT 2008/2009


3.1
Income and Expenditure – Closing 2008/2009 and Projected 2009/2010

	
	Actual
	
	Projected

	
	2008/09
	
	2009/10

	
	
	
	

	INCOME
	
	
	

	Precept
	68,045.00
	
	80,000.00

	Interest on investments
	2,185.68
	
	3,000.00

	V.A.T.
	4,736.16
	
	5,000.00

	Allotment Rent
	80.00
	
	80.00

	Village Hall
	15,623.13
	
	2,000.00

	Bowls Club
	1,585.03
	
	0.00

	Swimming Club
	1,552.97
	
	1,420.00

	Fayre & Feast
	2,010.00
	
	2,000.00

	Donations / Grants
	1,500.00
	
	0.00

	Parks / Open Spaces
	2,761.68
	
	2,500.00

	Miscellaneous
	239.40
	
	0.00

	Cluster Group
	4,000.00
	
	0.00

	TOTAL INCOME
	104,319.05
	
	96,000.00

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Budgeted

	EXPENDITURE
	2008/09
	
	2009/10

	Direct Council Staff
	19,647.87
	
	23,500.00

	Tax / NI
	3,676.78
	
	4,000.00

	Contracted employees
	5,216.00
	
	4,500.00

	Sec 137
	3,999.57
	
	3,000.00

	Street lighting
	2,898.99
	
	10,000.00

	War Memorial /Spring /Open Spaces
	1,215.15
	
	1,750.00

	Play Areas
	6,809.00
	
	5,000.00

	Playing Fields / Pavilion
	4,775.68
	
	3,000.00

	Public Toilets
	1,322.29
	
	1,750.00

	Car Parks
	19,528.94
	
	2,500.00

	Village Hall
	14,828.51
	
	4,000.00

	Bowls Club
	1,765.03
	
	4,000.00

	Swimming  Pool
	3,266.53
	
	4,000.00

	Fayre & Feast
	2,045.82
	
	2,000.00

	Misc - Bins / seats / equipment etc
	2,071.70
	
	3,500.00

	General & Admin
	10,693.33
	
	16,000.00

	New Projects 
	0.00
	
	3,500.00

	V.A.T.  Payments - recoverable
	8,148.58
	
	0.00

	Cluster Group funds
	3,832.62
	
	0.00

	TOTAL EXPENDITURE
	115,742.39
	
	96,000.00


3.2
Supporting Statement for Year Closing 31/03/2009

Balance Brought Forward

On 31/3/08, at the end of the 2007/08 financial year, this Parish Council carried forward £91807.19 into 2008/09.
Precept (2008/09)

The requested Precept, made to North Kesteven District Council for the financial year 2008/09 was £68,045.00. This was approved and paid in two instalments (April and September).

Total Other Receipts During 2008/09

The total other receipts during the financial year 2008/09 were £36,274.00 (in 2007/08 these were £18,532.60 - a variance of £17,741.00). 

The main reasons for the variances were:

(a) 
VAT refund this year was £4,736.00 (in 2007/08 was £3,253.00)       

(b) 
Interest on monies held was £2,186.00 (in 2007/08 was £3,295.00)   

(c) 
Metheringham Swimming Pool contributed £1,553.00 towards
     

their Heating Bill (2007/08 - £2,280.00)    

(d) 
£4,000.00 from North Kesteven District Council was lodged with Council on behalf of the Cluster Group (this was not an issue in 2007/08)

                        (e)
Metheringham Village Hall made a contribution of £14,352.00 towards

      


upgrading work (2007/08 - £726.00) 

                                       

(f) 
Funding of £3,000.00 was received from Rural Fizz in 2007/08 (not an

     


issue this financial year) 
(g)
Metheringham Bowls Club made a contribution of £1,585.00 towards

     


upgrading work (this was not an issue in 2007/08)                    

(h) 
Lincoln Co-operative Society made a donation of £500.00 towards Xmas Lights this financial year (this was not an issue in 2007/08)           

(i)
North Kesteven District Council contributed a grant of £1,000.00 towards the Youth Shelter (this was not an issue in 2007/08).                       

Borrowings

This Parish Council had no borrowings during financial year 2008/09.
Outstanding Creditors
At the 31st March 2009 this Council had one debtor with a debt of £8,148.58 outstanding:

(a) HM Customs and Excise – VAT refund for 2008/09 of £8,148.58.
Assets
Parish Assets for 2008/09 totalled approximately £2,228,625.00. This is a variance on 2008/09 of £2,500.00 with the following reasons:

(a) 
2 x new village seats – one to replace stolen one on Lincoln Road

(b) 
1 x new litter bin – adjacent to Youth Shelter

(c) 
1 x new dog bin – located on Highfield Rise

(d) 
Contribution to County Council for new boundary fence between School and Star and Garter Paddock at a cost of £2,156.00

NB. at the 31st March 2009 this Council had no fixed assets (other than land

       

values) valued at over £1,000.00 per item.

Staffing Costs (Incl. N/I & tax) 

The staffing costs (incl. Pension, N/I & Tax) for the financial year 2008/09 totalled £23,325.00 - a variance of £4,416.00 on year 2007/08 (where the figure was £18,909.00). This was due in the main to:

(a)
Employment of new Village Handyman/Gardener.

(b)
Increase cost of Clerk Pension Scheme – (covering full year, this financial year whereas it was only three months in year 2007/08)

     

 - variance of £2,309.00 (2007/08 - £695.78 – 2008/09 £3,005.00)  

(c) 
 Pavilion cleaner – employed for full year – variance of £115.00   -   (2007/08 - £305.00   - 2008/09 - £420.00)

(d) 
 General salary increases for all employees

S137 Payments
The payments made this year totalled £4,000.00 (a variance of £2,927.00 on 2007/08 - £1,073.00).  This was due in the main to:

Purchase and installation of Electric supply for Annual Xmas Tree and Lights. 
Total Other Payments
The total other payments by this Council during 2008/09 totalled £92,302.00. This sees a variance of £42,423.00 on year 2007/08 when it was £49,879.00 
The variances were due in the main to the following reasons:
(a)
The Village Hall (A Parish Council Asset) had ECO Friendly work carried out on premises, costing £15,000.00 (The Village Hall had a loan from the Council which was paid back in full).
(b)
Plans produced for proposed Pavilion / Dressing Room project –

Costing £2,000.00

(c)
Repairs to Boiler at Swimming Pool (A Parish Council Asset) – Costing £1,000.00

(d)
£4,000.00 Cluster Group monies passed through this Council’s books
(e)
Village Car Park surfaced – Costing £19,529.00

Agency Work
This Council undertook no agency work during 2008/09 and has not identified any such works for the forthcoming financial year.

Pension
This Council paid an employer’s contribution of 19.3% of the Clerk’s pensionable pay to the Local Government Pension scheme amounting to £3,005.00.
Advertising and Publicity
In the financial year this Council:

(a) published and distributed the Annual Report to all households in the Parish 

(b) in conjunction with the local community leisure association, 
contributed towards a quarterly community magazine, distributed in and around the parish and neighbouring parishes 

(c) maintained links with local community leisure association website - 

          

www.macla.co.uk
Tenancies 

The Parish Council, as the Landlords, have four Allotments on Dunston Road.  These are rented out on a yearly basis (December to November) at a cost of £20.00 per allotment. Presently these all have tenants. 

Management Committees
The Village Hall, Bowls Club and Swimming Pool, which are all part of the Parish Assets, are run in their entirety by separate Management Committees, under the auspices of this Parish Council. 
The Parish Council does however accept its responsibilities in assisting in the upkeep and insuring of these facilities which is now placing a much heavier burden on the Council’s finances.

Earmarked Reserves
At 31st March 2009 this Council had the following ‘Ring-fenced’ Reserves:

(a)
 £50,000.00 

Precept (2009/2010)

Following serious consideration of the proposed budget for 2009/2010, a request has been made to North Kesteven District Council for a proposed Precept of £80,000.00 for the financial year 2009/2010. This equates to an increase of approximately 20p per household per week.
4.
STAFF STRUCTURE

Metheringham, Sots Hole and Tanvats Parish Council
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5.
GRANT SUCCESS
In the last two years Metheringham Parish Council has received grant funding from the following sources:-

	Funding Source:
	Amount:
	Project:



	Community Lincs

Rural Fizz Fund


	£3,000.00
	Youth/Meeting Shelter

	North Kesteven District Council

Young Peoples Fund


	£1,000.00
	Youth/Meeting Shelter


Funding was successfully obtained from Community Lincs and North Kesteven District Council for the Metheringham Youth/Meeting Shelter project.  The need for the project was identified by the teenagers in the village, local residents and the community police officers.

	Funding Source:
	Amount:
	Project:



	Lincolnshire Co-operative Society

Community Dividend Fund
	£500.00
	LED Christmas light kit


Funding was granted from Lincolnshire Co-operative Society for the purchase of an LED Christmas light kit.  Metheringham have not had a Christmas Tree in the village for over ten years and it had been identified as something the villagers would like to have.

	Funding Source:
	Amount:
	Project:



	Lincolnshire Co-operative Society

Masonry Department


	
	Cleaning War Memorial


The Lincolnshire Co-operative Society, Masonry Department were approached for a quotation for the cleaning of the village war memorial, as it had not be cleaned since 1995.  They very kindly offered to carry out the work Free of Charge as a Community Project.   

APPENDIX 1
CONTACT DETAILS

	Metheringham Parish Council

PO Box 1055

Metheringham

LINCOLN

LN4 3WW

(  0800 6343307

 (  clerk@metheringham.org.uk
Website:  www.metheringham.org.uk



Parish Councillors

	Dr M J Allen

Whitegate Acre

Metheringham Fen

LINCOLN

LN4 3AL

Tel:  01526 323009


	Mrs R Parker

The Manor

Manor Lane

Metheringham

LINCOLN

LN4 3HB

Tel:  01526 320210



	Mrs R Creasey

34 Lincoln Road

Metheringham

LINCOLN

LN4 3EE

Tel:  01526 320348


	Mrs S Peek

28 Alfred Avenue

Metheringham

LINCOLN

LN4 3EL

Tel:  01526 322575

	N Dobbs

8 Roman Close

Metheringham

LINCOLN

LN4 3HS

Tel:  01526 322950


	M E Reynolds

6 Rowan Way

Metheringham

LINCOLN
LN4 3UH

Tel:  01526 323191

	P D Ford

31 Caroline Road

Metheringham

LINCOLN

LN4 3HF


Tel:  01526 320016


	G H Roland

38 Lincoln Road

Metheringham 

LINCOLN

LN4 3EE

Tel:  01526 320370



	Mrs J Honisett

33 Middle Street

Metheringham

LINCOLN

LN4 3EU

Tel:  01526 320968

Mrs A F Webb

9 Manor Close

Metheringham

LINCOLN

LN4 3HG

Tel:  01526 322093
	A Waddington

25 Viking Way

Metheringham

LINCOLN

LN4 3DW


District Councillors

	G W Chambers

31 Drury Street

Metheringham

LINCOLN

LN4 3EZ

Tel:  01526 320217


	J C Rose

6 Londesborough Way

Metheringham

LINCOLN

LN4 3HL

Tel:  01526 321569




County Councillor

	Mrs P Bradwell

39 Horncastle Road

WOODHALL SPA

LN10 6UY

Tel:  01526 352842
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