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Chairman’s Report
In the past 12 months your Parish Council has acted on a wide range of local issues. The most pressing has been to support the Village Hall Management Committee in gathering the funding for renovation of its toilet and kitchen facilities. This project was ongoing for many years but a generous grant from WREN of £10,000 gave us the opportunity to push ahead and complete the work in mid-March. I’m sure you will agree it is a big improvement !
Unfortunately it was not possible to obtain funding for car parking in the village meadow and alternative solutions are being sought to improve access and reduce damage by cars to the village green.

Planning permission for a composting unit in Blankney quarry was awarded last summer and the Parish Council was successful in imposing a number of conditions including controls on delivery traffic through Main Street and Heath Road. When it proceeds, this development will include the creation of a new access with traffic island on the B1188 between Scopwick and Blankney.

Around the village, the Parish Council funded a part-time litter picker for the first time and improvements to the bus shelter which now has walls. An additional dog-bin was purchased and one was installed on Beckside. Alongside the Parochial Church Council and Playing Field Association, assistance was provided to replace the broken fence between the playing field and war cemetery. With the support of NKDC, Leisure Connections installed a series of Interpretation signs at various locations around the village to aid with village walks and educational events.

Last summer’s Village Show was especially well attended with a wide range of competitions and activities organised for all ages. The money raised helps many village organisations, especially the village hall and now the meadow has been tidied and opened up, we look forward to this summers’ show on 17th July.

The Parish Council was made aware of a number of burglaries during the past year and consequently decided to raise the profile of Neighbourhood Watch, which is already active and well promoted in Kirkby Green. For this reason we have invited our local officer, PC Daniels to speak at our Annual Parish Meeting. 

Last summer we accepted the resignation of our clerk, Jean Girling who was moving away from the area. Jean provided excellent support to the Parish Council and we wish her well in her new home. Fortunately, we were able to quickly fill the position in September with the appointment of Joe Kennard, who a resident of Scopwick, has taken up the role with enthusiasm and a keen eye for detail.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank fellow councillors and the clerk for the efficient operation of the council over the past year. I also thank the many village organisations which enrich our village life and encourage you to get involved and support the wide range of village events. 
PTO
Neighbourhood Watch
In general there is little crime in Scopwick or Kirkby Green and most people look out for each other. However, there are incidents where outsiders have come in to steal fuel oil and take whatever of value they can find available.

The neighbourhood watch scheme in Kirkby Green is already in effect and functioning very well. However, the Scopwick group needs to be invigorated and if any group of people or individuals would like to get involved and receive further information then phone me with your details or contact the person responsible at Nettleham Police Headquarters, Martin Dickie, on 01522-882222. Or, if you need immediate advice then your Community Beat Manager, Derek Daniels, on 01526-832222 at Metheringham Police Station will always offer help.
Best Kept Village Competition
We live in a nice area and every year Scopwick and Kirkby Green make a joint entry into the Best Kept Village Competition. The entry is made not just for the sake of the competition but because of the pride taken in where we live.

The judges circulate during the rounds of the competition in June, July, and August. Points are awarded for clean and tidy communal areas as well as well kept gardens and businesses. 
In recent years the joint village has been commended as runners up in the area but never quite make it to the final selection. Just a little more attention to detail would get the village into contention for the winning position.
There are posters on the village boards as reminders but, if there is something with which help is needed to correct any problems, then the names and contact numbers of your Parish Councillors are also displayed on the boards.
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