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Chairman’s Report:

I am pleased to present my first report as Chairman of Scopwick and Kirkby Green Parish Council. 

This has been a challenging 12 months in the life of this Council. Just over a year ago, the resignation of several members of the Parish Council resulted in the co-option of new members, with yours truly being elected as Chairman at our first meeting. Since then, I have been fortunate to have the continued support of Cllrs Baumber and Brooks but with four new members, plus another in the process of being co-opted, this is a fresh team with some new ideas and approaches.

Considering that I was, like many of you, a bystander to Parish Council affairs, the past year has opened my eyes to the range of actions and responsibilities which befalls its members and I wholehearted thank fellow councillors for their support.

At last year’s, Annual Parish Council meeting, the subject of voles and beck improvements was high on the agenda. Arising from this, we were required to instigate a beck survey and make proposals for restoration of the village green section. I am pleased to report these proposals have just been accepted by the Environment Agency and Natural England. They are a compromise but necessary to prevent legal action. Fortunately, they are also low cost, relying on local stone and water plants and we look forward to the community assisting with this project in August and September. 

Following last year’s meeting we pursued a complaint concerning the attitude and comments of the Wildlife Constable, PC Lound, and were successful in raising this with the Police Complaints Commission.

Traffic, parking and speed restrictions have also featured strongly.  Following a collection of signatures, the council was pleased to assist in reducing the speed limit on the B1188 from 50 to 40 mph. However, this remains a difficult and dangerous junction. Parking issues have been raised relative to access through Springfield Estate and with regard to the Village Hall. In the former, there is a degree of controversy regarding the seriousness of these issues and further discussion is ongoing. Concerning the Village Hall, plans for improved access and parking bays have been approved and funding options are being investigated by the hall sub-committee. This, and proposals to develop the kitchen, bar and toilet facilities, will be undoubtedly a major focus in the next 12 months. 

Members of the Council have participated in local Cluster Group meetings alongside such parishes as Nocton, Potterhanworth and Metheringham. This has allowed us to raise issues and compare approaches with other similar parishes. In addition, funding has been provide for a mobile speed indicator device (SID) which should be moving between these parishes on a weekly basis by this Autumn. 

In addition to the beck, the Parish Council is responsible for the extensive grass cutting and maintenance of the village furniture, e.g. benches. Whilst we are fortunate to have the village green, playing field and other areas, they are not without issues or expense. Last year’s storms required us to clear a tree which had fallen in the beck, and others are either in a dangerous state or will need attention in the near future.

The village now has a website which local clubs or groups can use to promote themselves and host news and events. Details will be advertised on local notice boards. We thank Jeff Bird at mail@macla.co.uk for his assistance and look forward to using this resource to share information about Scopwick and Kirkby Green both locally and across the web. In addition, you may request for information to be placed in the local MACLA magazine.  

I would like to thank the Village Show committee for organising yet another successful event and helping raise money for local groups. This is a great day for all ages and it is a pleasure to see the quality and range of show exhibits. 

I can also announce that Scopwick is on the Steeples and Spires long-distance footpath running between Lincoln and Sleaford. This should improve tourism and hopefully provide new customers to the Royal Oak Public House which is now getting back on its feet after last years devastating fire.

Planning applications feed through into the Parish Council on a regular basis and the Planning sub-committee have made objections or suggestions where considered appropriate. It is worth reminding parishioners that we have very few grounds on which to object and these points, while considered, are only one part of the decision making process undertaken by North Kesteven District Council in Sleaford. 

The Council are pleased to support the voluntary car scheme operated for the benefit of elderly members of our community. We are very grateful to Hugh Cardy in co-ordinating this scheme and look forward to maintaining our support despite some of the changes underway with other similar initiatives.

The village made an allotment available on Springfield Estate this spring and it was quickly taken up by a Scopwick resident and is now under cultivation. 

The annual budget meeting led us towards difficult decisions as many services have risen dramatically in response to fuel and other costs. In addition, we have allocated extra money to be made available for village hall improvement and finishing the beck project. We have every intention to keep this expenditure well within budget as we are conscious of the financial pressures exerted on the parishioners. However, the Parish Council reserves are not substantial and we need to avoid any significant further reduction. To assist, a number of grants are being pursued to assist with village projects which we hope can subsidise both current and future expenditure. 

I would like to record the thanks of the whole council to our Parish Clerks; Jen Stocker followed by Jean Girling, for their hard work and assistance. Over the past few months, Jean has worked tirelessly to pull together budgets and other issues too numerous to mention.  I am fully aware this is a part-time role and she has the added problem of trying to manage volunteer councillors with busy lives and other demands on their time. 

I hope that we can make even greater progress in the year ahead and welcome contributions or feedback on our actions. I am sure the council will endeavour to represent a wide range of interests but require feedback on our proposals if we are to truly reflect the best interests of the whole community.

David Nelson

Clerk’s Report:

After several years of loyal service as Clerk to Scopwick Parish Council, Mrs Jen Stocker let go of the reins and in December 2007 I succeeded her in this role.  

I am steadily familiarising myself with the community and local issues. I work from home and my contact details are listed below and on the village notice boards.
Jean Girling
Responsible Financial Officer’s Report:

The accounts for the financial year 1st April 2007 to 31st March 2008 have been completed and inspected by the Internal Auditor, Mr. Peter Seymour, and they will shortly be audited by the external auditor, Clement Keys, appointed by the Audit Commission.
The financial year began with an opening balance of £10,333.68.  The total receipts for the year were £12,558.45, which consisted primarily of the agreed precept of £10,706.00, a Lincolnshire County Council grant for parish grass cutting and reimbursement of VAT.  The council budgeted £14,595.00 to spend in the parish over the year and the actual expenditure was £12,126.36 (exclusive of VAT).  The closing balance at 31st March 2008 was £9,765.13.  The Accounts Summary is detailed below for information.

Held within the closing balance are reserves to cover future expenses to support improvements to the beck, the village hall and ongoing playing field development.  An additional sum has been allocated for village signs. 
	LOCAL COUNCILS IN ENGLAND AND WALES ANNUAL RETURN

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2008

	SECTION 1 – THE STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

	
	YEAR ENDING
	Notes and guidance for compilers

	
	31st March

2007
	31st March

2008
	Please round all figures to the nearest £.  Do not leave any boxes bland and report £0 or Nil balances.  All figures must agree to the councils underlying financial record for the relevant year.

	1: Balance brought

Forward
	7,785
	10,334
	Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year as recorded in the councils’ financial records.

	2:  (+) Annual Precept


	10,100
	10,706
	Total Amount of precept income received in the year.

	3:  (+) Total other          receipts
	1,501
	1,852
	Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook minus the precept

	4:  (-) Staff Costs
	2,750
	2,858
	Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf o all council employees.  Include salaries and wages, PAYE and NI employees and employers), pension contributions and related expenses.

	5:  (-) Loan Interest/       Capital repayments
	NIL
	NIL
	Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest made during the year on the councils borrowings (if any)

	6:  (-) Total other           payments
	6,302
	10,269
	Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cashbook minus staff cost (line 4) and loan interest/capital repayments (line 5)

	7:  (=) Balances carried 

Forward
	10,334
	9,765
	Total balances and reserves at the end of the year.  (must equal (1+2+3) – (4+5+6) )

	8:  Total cash &      short term Investments
	10,334
	9,765
	The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash holdings and investments held as at 31 March – to agree with bank reconciliation.

	9:  Total fixed assets and long term assets
	NIL
	UNDER REVIEW
	The recorded current book value at 31 March of all fixed assets owned by the council and any other long term assets e.g. loans to third parties

	10. Total borrowings
	NIL
	NIL
	The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans from third parties (including PWLB)


Present Councillors:  
For further information about the Parish Council, or if you would like to contact a Councillor, details are listed below.

	Councillor:
	Contact Tel Number:

	Councillor D. Nelson (Chairman)
	01526 322292

	Councillor Mrs. J. Flett (Vice Chairman)
	01526 321611

	Councillor L. Mason
	01526 323030

	Councillor J. Woodward
	01526 320298

	Councillor P. Baumber
	01526 320259

	Councillor Mrs. J. Brooks
	01526 320025

	Councillor P. Reeds
	01526 320461

	County Councillor: Cllr. I. Cartwright MBE
	01526 834292

	District Councillor: Cllr. G. Whittle
	01526 833433

	Mrs. J. Girling (Clerk)

(scopwickclerk@hotmail.co.uk)
	01526 353163


Parish Council meetings are held bi-monthly in Scopwick Village Hall, starting at 7.00pm usually on the last Tuesday of the month.  The agenda is displayed on the village notice boards at least 3 days before the meeting is held.  
The next Parish Council meeting will take place on Tuesday 30th September 2008 and the November meeting will take place on Tuesday 25th November 2008.
It is always a pleasure to see members of the public attending the meetings, as the council members then know that they are working for the parish and its residents and are able to continue making Scopwick and Kirkby Green an up and coming community for all to enjoy.  If you have anything you wish to be discussed by the Council, please submit details in writing to the Clerk: Mrs. J. Girling, 12 Clinton Way, Woodhall Spa, Lincoln, LN10 6QW, e-mail: scopwickclerk@hotmail.co.uk






